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The  Law  and  Praxis  of  International  Human  Rights 
Supplementary  Syllabus 


Weeks  4  and  5  (January  30,  February  1;  February  6,  February  8) 

•  The  International  Coyenant  on  Ciyil  and  Political  Rights  (ICCPR) 

•  Week  4 

a.  The  Nature  of  Obligations 

i.  ICCPR,  Preamble,  Arts  1  -5,  Arts  46,  47,  50. 

ii.  Manfred  Nowak,  CCPR  Commentary  (NP  Engel:  Kehl  am  Rhein,  1993) 
pp.  26-65 

b.  The  Nature  of  a  Human  Rights  Treaty 

i.  ICJ,  Reservations  to  the  Genocide  Convention  Case,  1951  ICJ  Reps,  20- 
29,  46-48,51-56 

ii.  Inter- American  Court  of  Human  Rights,  The  Effects  of  Reservations 
Advisory  Opinion  (1982),  paras.  17-40. 

iii.  Matthew  Craven,  “Legal  Differentiation  and  the  Concept  of  the  Human 
Rights  Treaty  in  International  Law”  (2000)  1 1  European  Journal  of 
International  Law  489,  513-519. 

iv.  European  Court  of  Human  Rights,  Ireland  v.  United  Kingdom  (1978), 
pp.  1-4,  81-83 

V.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comment  26 

c.  Reservations 

i.  Vienna  Convention  on  the  Law  of  Treaties,  Arts.  19-23 

ii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comment  24 

iii.  Observations  of  the  Governments  of  the  United  Kingdom,  United  States 
and  France  on  General  Comment  24,  3  IHRR  (1996)  261  and  4  IHRR 
(1997)  6. 

d.  Extraterritoriality 

i.  ICCPR,  Art  2(1) 

ii.  Marc  Bossuyt,  Guide  to  the  “Travaux  Preparatoires  ”  of  the  International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  (Martinus  Nijhoff:  Dordrecht, 
1987)  pp.  52-56. 

iii.  Nowak,  CCPR  Commentary,  pp.41-43  (re-read). 

iv.  Human  Rights  Committee:  Lopez  Burgos  v  Uruguay  (1981)  and 
Concluding  Observations  on  the  Report  of  the  State  of  Israel  (2003). 

V.  ICJ,  Legal  Consequences  of  the  Construction  of  a  Wall  in  Occupied 
Palestinian  Territory  (2004),  paras.  102-113. 

vi.  European  Court  of  Human  Rights,  Ilascu  v.  Moldova  (2004)  pp.41-59,  69- 
92 

e.  The  Human  Rights  Committee:  General  Considerations 

i.  ICCPR,  Arts  28-41;  Optional  Protocol  I  (entire). 

ii.  Henry  Steiner,  Philip  Alston  and  Ryan  Goodman,  International  Human 
Rights:  Law,  Politics,  Morals  (forthcoming,  2007),  extract. 


iii.  Dominic  McGoldrick,  The  Human  Rights  Committee:  Its  Role  in  the 

Development  of  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights 
(Clarendon  Press:  Oxford,  1991)  pp. 50-55. 

f.  Human  Rights  Committee:  The  System  of  Periodic  Reporting 

i.  McGoldrick,  pp.  62-78,  98-104 

ii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comment  30 

iii.  Example  of  Periodic  Reporting  and  Consideration  by  the  Committee: 

United  States  of  America,  2006  (extracted  from  Steiner,  Alston  and 
Goodman,  forthcoming  2007). 

g.  Human  Rights  Committee:  General  Comments 

i.  Philip  Alston,  “The  Historical  Origins  of  the  Concept  of  ‘General 
Comments’  in  Human  Rights  Law”  in  L.  Boissons  de  Chazoumes  and  V. 
Gowland  Debbas,  eds.  The  International  Legal  System  in  Quest  of  Equity 
and  Universality:  Liber  Americorum  Georges  Abi-Saab  (2001),  extracted 
in  Steiner,  Alston  and  Goodman,  forthcoming,  2007. 

ii.  Human  Rights  Committee: 

•  General  Comment  2 

•  General  Comment  5 

•  General  Comment  6 

•  General  Comment  7 

•  General  Comment  20 

•  General  Comment  29 

•  General  Comment  3 1 

•  Week  5:  Certain  Articles  of  the  ICCPR  in  the  Jurisprudence  of  the 
Human  Rights  Committee 

a-  Procedure  of  Individual  Complaints 

i.  Extracts  of  the  Human  Rights  Committee  Rules  of  Procedure 

ii.  McGoldrick,  The  Human  Rights  Committee,  pp.  135-1 53,  156-160. 

b.  Article  4:  Derogations  in  Times  of  Public  Emergency 

i.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comment  29  (re-read) 

ii.  Final  Report  of  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Human  Rights  and  States  of 
Emergency,  E/CN.4/Sub.2/1997/19,  1997,  paras.  1-114. 

iii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Jorge  Landinelli  Silva  et  al.  v.  Uruguay, 
Communication  No.  34/1978  (8  April  1981),  UN.  Doc.  CCPR/C/OP/1  at 
65  (1984). 

c.  Article  6:  The  Right  to  Life 

i.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comment  6  (re-read) 

ii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Pedro  Pablo  Camargo  v.  Colombia  [Guerrero 
V.  Colombia]  Communication  No.  45/1979,  UN  Doc.  CCPR/C/OP/1  at 
112  (1985). 


iii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Baboeram  et  al  v.  Suriname,  Communication 
No.  146/1983  and  148  to  154/1983,  U.N.  Doc.  Supp.  No.  40  (A/40/40)  at 
187  (1985) 

iv.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Daniel  Monguya  Mbenge  v.  Zaire, 
Communication  No.  16/1977  (8  September  1977),  U.N.  Doc.  Supp.  No.  40 
(A/38/40)  at  134  (1983). 

V.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Ms.  Yekaterina  Pavlovna  Lantsova  v.  The 
Russian  Federation,  Communication  No.  763/1997,  U.N.  Doc. 
CCPR/C/74/D/763/1997  (2002) 

vi.  ICJ,  Nuclear  Weapons  Advisory  Opinion,  extract. 

vii.  ICJ,  Construction  of  a  Wall  Advisory  Opinion,  re-read  paras.  105-107 

d.  Article  7:  The  Prohibition  on  Torture  and  Inhumane  Treatment 

i.  Human  Rights  Committee,  General  Comments  1  and  20  (re-read) 

ii.  Nowak,  CCPR  Commentary,  pp.  126-136 

iii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Almeida  de  Quinteros  v.  Uruguay, 
Communication  No.  107/1981,  UN  Doc.  CCPR/C/1 9/1 07/1 981  (1983) 

iv.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Lanza  de  Netto  v.  Uruguay,  Communication 
No.  8/1977,  UN  Doc.  CCPR/C/OP/1  at  45  (1984) 

iv.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Boucherf  v.  Algeria,  Communication  No. 

1196/2003,  CCPR/C/86/D/1 196/2003  (2006) 

V.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Alzery  v.  Sweden,  Communication  No. 
1416/2005,  UN  Doc.  CCPR/C/88/D/1 4 16/2005  (2006) 

vi.  Committee  Against  Torture,  Agiza  v.  Sweden,  Communication  No. 
233/2003,  UN  Doc.  CAT/C/3 4/D/2 3 3/2 003  (2005) 

vii.  European  Court  of  Human  Rights,  Ilascu  v  Moldova,  pp.94- 1 06. 

e.  Article  9:  The  Prohibition  on  Arbitrary  Detention 

i.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Blanco  v.  Nicaragua ,  Communication  No. 
328/1988,  UN.  Doc.  CCPR/C/51 /D/3 28/1 988  (1994). 

ii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Beatriz  Weismann  Lanza  and  Alcides  Lanza 
Perdomo  v.  Uruguay,  Communication  No.  R.  2/8  (20  February  1977), 

U.N.  Doc.  Supp.  No.  40  (A/35/40)  at  111  (1980). 

iii.  Human  Rights  Committee,  A  v.  Australia,  Communication  No.  560/1993, 
CCPR/C/59/D/560/1993  (1997) 

iv.  Human  Rights  Committee,  Antti  Vuolanne  v.  Finland,  Communication  No. 
265/1987,  UN.  Doc.  Supp.  No.  40  (A/44/40)  at  311  (1989) 

V.  William  Eduardo  Delgado  Pdez  v.  Colombia,  Communication 
No.  195/1985,  U  N.  Doc.  CCPR/C/39/D/1 95/1985  (1990) 


